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THE RED CROSS 

IN CHARGE OF 

JANE A. DELANO, K.N. 
THE NEED OF INCREASED ENROLLMENT 

Now that American troops are on French soil and our participation 
in the war has become active, nurses everywhere throughout the coun- 
try will ask what is required of the Nursing Service of the Red Cross 
to meet the enormous demands which the war will surely make upon it. 
What are the probable demands? An army of 1,000,000 men in France 
will require at least 10,000 trained nurses — one nurse to every 100 
soldiers. With an additional 2,000,000 troops in training camps, an 
additional 20,000 nurses will be required. The need of the Army for the 
next three years may be 30,000 nurses. The immediate need, that of the 
next twelve months, perhaps, is 10,000. 

How are we prepared to meet these needs? The present enroll- 
ment totals 12,000 nurses. About 1000 of these have already been 
assigned to duty. Seven hundred and thirty-eight of them are now in 
France or are en route there. The Red Cross Nursing Service must 
greatly increase its enrollment, so that as fast as units are withdrawn 
for service abroad, other graduate nurses will be available to meet the 
needs here in our own country. In order that selections for service 
may be made without too great interference with the present activities 
of nurses, our enrollment should be increased by at least 1000 nurses 
each month. We have every reason to believe that the nurses will re- 
spond to this need, as we have enrolled during the last two months 
over 2000 nurses. 

The Red Cross is working in close cooperation with the American 
Nurses' Association, an affiliated body with which it has for many 
years enjoyed intimate and harmonious relations. Practically all of the 
enrolled Red Cross Nurses are included in the membership of this as- 
sociation, and from the remainder many recruits for Red Cross Service 
may be expected in the coming months. 

Another organization with which the Red Cross is cooperating is the 
Committee on Nursing, recently appointed by the Council of National 
Defense with M. Adelaide Nutting as chairman and Ella P. Crandall 
as secretary. The National Committee has undertaken to secure a 
census of the entire nursing resources of the country. It is roughly 
estimated that there are 200,000 women in the United States committed 
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to nursing as a profession. As a result of this survey, the actual sta- 
tistics of nursing resources will be in hand. We shall know exactly 
how many must be enminated because of alien nationality, age, or 
other disqualifying circumstances; and we shall know exactly how many 
can be counted upon as reserve forces. 

The Red Cross is cooperating with this committee in a movement 
to enlist young college women in nursing as a patriotic service. As 
the Red Cross sees it, the big problem is not only providing for present 
nursing needs but safeguarding against the possible needs two, three, 
and five years from now. Therefore, it is urging that the young women 
of America who wish to render the highest service to their country in 
its time of need prepare themselves for the most efficient work as 
nurses by submitting themselves to the training courses of the high- 
class schools of nursing. Several of our leading schools have agreed to 
admit graduates of approved colleges, who are otherwise acceptable as 
candidates for nursing, to special courses which will grant them credit 
for one academic year. 

The Red Cross will rely upon the thousands of Red Cross chapters, 
branches and auxiliaries, the Women's Committee of the Council of 
National Defense, and similar organizations of women to supply lists 
of volunteer workers when needed. These organizations are already 
compiling lists of volunteers in the various communities. The Red 
Cross has provided for the assignment of qualified volunteers to base 
hospital units and to military hospitals as nurses' aids. These volun- 
teers will be selected from among those who have completed satisfac- 
torily the Red Cross course in elementary hygiene and home care of 
the sick. A limited amount of actual hospital experience may be made 
possible for those definitely selected for service. 

Emphasis, of course, is laid upon the service of the trained worker. 
Obviously the Red Cross must rely upon highly expert trained nurses 
for its technical work, especially for service in military hospitals, but 
there will be work for all, work for volunteers and work for experts, 
and all this work will be effective and efficient provided it is clearly 
related to other work. Our task is one of nation-wide cooperation. 
Every woman should be willing to accept service where she is most 
needed and for which she is best fitted, realizing that in this great co- 
operation no duty is menial or insignificant so long as it helps to the 
final result. 

Realizing that the Red Cross activities will greatly increase when 
the enormous fund of over one hundred millions recently contributed 
is available, several appointments have been made at Red Cross head- 
quarters to assist in the conduct of the Nursing Service. A new bureau 
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has been created for the "Instruction of Women" and will be in charge 
of Helen Scott Hay as director. Miss Hay has just returned from 
nearly three years' service under the Red Cross in Russia and Bulgaria 
and brings actual knowledge of war conditions and needs. Agnes G. 
Deans, so well known to the nurses of the country as former secretary 
of the American Nurses' Association, has accepted a position in the 
office of the chairman of the National Committee, where her knowledge 
of nursing organizations and training schools for nurses throughout the 
country will be most valuable. Anne W. Kerr is also connected with 
the chairman's office and is responsible for the examination of all ap- 
plications for enrollment. Miss Kerr was for eight years the super- 
intendent of nurses of the Division of Child Hygiene, Department of 
Health, New York City. This experience has made her especially well 
qualified for this important work. 

Owing to the tremendous demands upon the Nursing Service of the 
Red Cross it has seemed desirable to appoint representatives in various 
places, not only to relieve Red Cross headquarters but to assist local 
committees in the details of the work. Carolyn C. Van Blarcom, re- 
cently with the Institute for the Prevention of Blindness, of Chicago, 
has been appointed representative of the Nursing Service in the Atlan- 
tic Division with headquarters at 1 Madison Avenue, New York. 
Lillian L. White, formerly of the University of California Hospital, 
San Francisco, has been appointed representative for the Pacific Coast 
Division. Miss White was for a number of years chairman of the 
Northern California Committee on Red Cross Nursing Service and has 
a thorough knowledge of the work. The California State Board of 
Health has graciously consented to allow Anna C. Jamm6, director of 
the Bureau of State Registration of Nurses, to devote a portion of her 
time to Red Cross activities so that she will be able to cooperate with 
Miss White in Red Cross activities throughout the state. Julia E. 
Reed, formerly secretary of the Boston Committee on Red Cross Nurs- 
ing Service, is devoting her entire time to the work of enrollment of 
nurses in that locality. 

SAILING OF THE UNITS 
By Clara D. Noyes, R.N. 

For approximately one year the Red Cross has been engaged in 
organizing Base Hospital Units for Army and Navy, (65 nurses) ; Hos- 
pital Units, (21 nurses and medical personnel) ; and Navy and Emer- 
gency Detachments, of nurses only. It seemed in the beginning, (and 
everyone hoped that such would be the case) that the chances of using 
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the first named type of organization was exceedingly unlikely. The 
Emergency Detachments had already been tried out by the Army on 
the Mexican Border. When war was declared, organizing nurses were 
urged to complete their task as promptly as possible in order that there 
should be no delay in case the hospital units were ordered into service. 
When the call came, on April 28, it was difficult to comprehend that 
it was really true, that our units were to be pressed into active service 
in a foreign country. The nursing personnel was scattered, adjust- 
ments had to be made quickly, an outdoor uniform had to be designed 
and adopted, and contracts let; application papers, physical and im- 
munity certificates had to be examined and sent to the Superintendent 
of the Army Nurse Corps, who in turn had to issue assignments to duty, 
oaths of allegiance had to be given and papers returned. Nevertheless, 
exactly nine days later, May 7, the first Base Hospital Unit, The Lake- 
side of Cleveland, Grace E. Allison, chief nurse, sailed for Europe. 
This was quickly followed, on the 11th, by the Peter Bent Brigham of 
Boston, Carrie M. Hall, chief nurse; and on the 14th, by the Presby- 
terian of New York, Mrs. Janet B. Christie, chief nurse. On the 19th, 
three Base Hospital Units sailed, the St. Louis, Julia C. Stimson, chief 
nurse; The Pennsylvania of Philadelphia, Margaret A. Dunlop, chief 
nurse; and the Northwestern of Chicago, Daisy D. Urch, chief nurse. 
Then came an interval of almost three weeks, and on June 9, the Johns 
Hopkins of Baltimore, with Bessie Baker as chief nurse, sailed. This 
was accompanied by a group of 37 additional nurses, and as all the 
Base Hospitals took 64 nurses, each, with no nurses' aides, this made a 
unit of 101 nurses. On June 30, a group of 54 nurses with Esther V. 
Hassen sailed, followed on July 2 by the Roosevelt Unit, with Mary 
L. Francis, chief nurse, and a few days later, the Massachusetts Gen- 
eral Hospital, Sara E. Parsons, chief nurse, and the Detroit Unit with 
Emily McLaughlin, chief nurse. The names of the nurses and their 
assignments are given in the report of the superintendent of the Army 
Nurse Corps. The total number of Red Cross nurses detailed to tem- 
porary duty with the Army Nurse Corps for foreign service is 731. 
Red Cross nurses seem to find it difficult to remember their relation to 
the Army and Navy Nurse Corps. By special act of Congress, the 
Red Cross nurse in time of war becomes part of the Army or Navy 
Nurse Corps, as the case may be, and she is under the rules and regula- 
tions governing the same. Although she still remains a Red Cross 
nurse, she is temporarily part of the military establishment. Her 
relation to the Army is comparable to that of the militia. She must 
recognize this relation and respect the authority. 
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It is an inspiring picture to see the nursing personnel of a Base 
Hospital ready to embark. The dignified uniform of dark blue cloth, 
the scarlet lining of the cape, giving a bit of color, the caduceus and 
letters U. S. on the collar, emphasizing the closer relation to the medi- 
cal corps and the Army, are impressive and significant. The complete 
understanding of the nature of the mission is expressed in the face. 
There is no laughing or joking, yet there are no tears. Courage is 
written on each countenance and service wherever required seems to be 
the purpose. 

No Base Hospital sailing showed these characteristics more com- 
pletely than did the Northwestern Unit of Chicago, yet the entire 
country was shocked to hear, two days later, of the unfortunate acci- 
dent occurring on the Mongolia whereby two members of this unit, 
Helen Burnett Wood of Evanston, Illinois, and Mrs. Edith Ayres of 
Attica, Ohio, were instantly killed by a defective shell used in firing a 
gun. At the same time Emma Matzen of Columbus, Nebraska, who 
was standing near by was seriously injured. It speaks well for the 
morale and courage of the nursing members of this unit to be able to 
say that absolutely no demoralization or hysteria followed this tragedy. 
The nurses themselves went quietly to work and did all they could to 
assist in helping to revive their wounded comrades, but without effect. 
The ship returned to the harbor, where the bodies of the nurses were 
put under charge of the army officials. Miss Matzen, the injured nurse, 
was first taken to the Navy Hospital in Brooklyn, but through the 
kindness of Miss Maxwell and the New York Chapter, was later removed 
to the Presbyterian Hospital where she was given every possible atten- 
tion and was afterwards removed to the Walter Reed Hospital in Wash- 
ington by the superintendent of the Army Nurse Corps, for convales- 
cence. The bodies of the other nurses were removed to their homes 
and were given military funerals. In spite of this terrible tragedy, 
Miss Matzen, who has entirely recovered, was quite willing to return 
to duty in the foreign service and sailed with the unit of 54 nurses on 
Saturday, June 30. 

During the month of June, the papers of 52 nurses have been sent 
to the superintendent of the Army Nurse Corps for the Army Hospitals 
in the United States, and many have been detailed to the new training 
camps which have been established throughout the country. It is in- 
teresting to note that the papers of 371 nurses have been referred to 
the superintendent of the Navy Nurse Corps and that 113 of chese 
nurses have been assigned to duty in the various naval hospitals on 
the Atlantic and the Pacific Coasts. The yacht Surf, detailed to serv- 
ice on May 28 for the transportation of sick sailors from the war- 
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ships to the Naval Hospital, carries a staff of three Red Cross nurses. 
The first three to be assigned to this duty were Mrs. Virginia B. Vient, 
Sadie Sweeney and Elsie McDonald, all from Bellevue. These nurses 
gave up their month's vacation for this duty and were replaced on 
June 28 by three others. 

The following appointments have been made on the staff of the 
Bureau of Nursing Service at the National Headquarters, Washington, 
D. C, in order to assist in the direction of that department with the or- 
ganizing of base hospital units, emergency detachments, etc.: Vashti 
Bartlett, who has seen service at both Pau and Lepanne during the 
early months of the war, Florence Patterson who has been engaged in 
public health work in Boston, and Virginia Ward who has completed a 
six months' service on the Mexican border. 



The Occidental Nurses' Association of Korea held its annual meet- 
ing in Seoul, June 7 and 8. A very interesting and profitable meeting 
it proved for all. Steps were taken to record, as a matter of history 
the names of the people and the work in nursing already done in Korea. 
Training school problems were considered at length, and particularly 
the need of a nursing textbook in the Korean language. Three hundred 
dollars was pledged by the Association for the production of such a 
book. 

Dr. Mills, of Severence Union College, spoke on Cholera. After 
an absence of eight years, cholera again broke out in Korea. The 
total number of cases reported was 2,039, of which 1,237 proved fatal. 
The Japanese authorities were able, with prompt and effective measures, 
to prevent the epidemic from assuming greater proportions. 



